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YEAR 11 INTO 12 SUMMER TRANSITION TASK 2025 
Subject: History 
 
Qualification/Level: A Level 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel 

 
 

LEVEL HISTORY 

UNIT 1: Britain, 1625-1701: conflict, revolution and settlement 

 
SUMMER PREPARATION 

Aims: 

• To develop some background knowledge about 17th century Britain, and about the 

first Stuart monarch. 

• To experience how you will learn at A Level using preparation reading for use in 

lessons. A Level is more independent than GCSE. 

 
The following tasks are to be completed and  
taken to your first lesson in this subject in September. 
 
 

The Task 
 

1. Using the information on pages 3-4: 
a. Create a profile for King James I. E.g. What was his style and views on 

monarchy/kingship? Religious preferences? Etc. 
b. Analyse your findings. E.g. what were his strengths and weaknesses as a king? 

 
2. Read “James I and the succession” on pages 5-10, highlight and answer the ten 

questions in as much detail as you can. 
 

3. Update your profile for King James I in light of your TASK 2 reading. 
 

4. Based on your findings in tasks 1-3, write an essay in response to the following 
question: How far do you agree that James I as King of England was a disaster? 

 

Paragraph 1 - 
Introduction 

You should make your judgement clear straight away. Was James I 
a disaster? 

Paragraph 2 Explain why James I can and has been seen as a disaster. Include 
as much detail from your reading to support your explanation as 
you can. 

Paragraph 3 Explain why James I can and has been seen in a more positive 
light. Include as much detail from your reading to support your 
explanation as you can. 

Paragraph 4 – 
Conclusion 

Explain in detail your decision and persuade me that your 
judgement is the right one. 
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How the work produced will fit into subsequent work and the specification as 
a whole 
When you return in September we will be exploring the reign of Charles I (James I’s 
son). This work is an important prelude to the themes you will be exploring soon. 

 
How the work should be presented 
Tasks 1-3 should be completed as a detailed set of notes. It should be explained in your 
own words. Task 4 should be written as an extended piece of writing. Guidance given 
above. 

 
 
 
Success criteria 
This needs to be a detailed piece of work. You should aim to produce between 2-3 sides 
of A4 for the notes to tasks 1-3. You should aim to write 2 sides of writing for task 4 
(Approximately 1000 words). Preferably type up your work using ICT if available to you. 

 
Resources to be used 
Attached (pages 3-10) 

 
Who to contact if you should require further assistance with the work before 
the end of term 
Mr Prudden DanielPrudden@kba.uk 
 
 
What equipment will be needed for the subject in September? 

• Two A4 folders 

• Lined paper 

• Folder dividers 

• Plastic wallets 

• General stationery (pens, pencils etc)  
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Sources on James I 

His education was Protestant based and he was pushed very hard by 

his teachers. However, James became fluent in Latin and French and 

competent in Italian. In his early years, James developed a great desire 

for knowledge but it also gave him an over inflated idea as to his own 

worth as an academic. He believed that he was capable of out-arguing 

almost anyone. He was unable to accept that others might be right. 

 

As a youth James was surrounded by men who, in an attempt to boost 

their influence, tried to flatter him at every opportunity. It was a tactic that 

George Villiers was to use with great success after James was made 

King of England. 

 

He married Anne of Denmark in 1589. She proved to be a shallow and 

frivolous person and James found respite from her by surrounding 

himself with young men... 

 

On April 5th, 1603, James started his journey south to London. 

Accompanied by a host of advisors and servants, James crossed the 

border into England. Once he got to York, he wrote to the English Privy 

Council requesting money. Despite being King of Scotland, James was 

not a wealthy man by English standards. 

 

The English Privy Council was keen to make a positive start with their 

new king. The last few years of Elizabeth’s reign had seen her popularity 

fall as her unpredictability had increased. The Privy Councillors saw this 

as a fresh start. When both parties met for the first time, the Councillors 

were impressed with the king’s sharp brain and his aptitude for business. 

They were equally impressed by his ability to make a quick decision – 

whether it was right or wrong – after suffering from years of Elizabeth’s 

procrastination. The Privy Council also took to his informality and sense 

of humour, which some noted did, on occasions, border on obscene. 
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James became king of England aged 37. At the English court, his 

appearance was a source of comment, though not criticism. He was tall 

and broad shouldered. Yet he had thin spindly legs. The formality of a 

banquet held by Elizabeth was somewhat undermined in the era of 

James by his eating habits that to some English courtiers bordered on 

the comical: “His tongue was too large for his mouth, which ever made 

him speak full of mouth, and made him drink very uncomely, as if eating 

his drink, which came out into the cup of each side of his mouth.”   

 

Courtiers in London were certainly not used to his way of behaving. Nor 

were foreign dignitaries. The French ambassador to London 

remarked, “Where he (James) wishes to assume the language of a king, 

his tone is that of a tyrant, and when he condescends he is vulgar.” 

 

James was a fervent believer in the Divine Right of Kings. He had a 

high opinion as to his academic ability. He also held in high regard his 

ability to be a king. In Scotland, he had faced a lawless society where 

many lords simply ruled as they wished in their own area. By the time of 

his departure for London in 1603, James had done a great deal to tame 

the Scottish nobility and this had greatly boosted his own belief in his 

ability to be king. He described himself as “an old experienced king, 

needing no lessons.” 

 

While in Scotland, James had done a great deal of reading about 

statecraft. He had also produced a book in 1603 titled “The True Law of 

Free Monarchies”. The theories in this book were not original but they 

did state with extreme clarity his belief that kings had absolute legal 

sovereignty within their state, that a king had absolute freedom from 

executive action and that a king’s sole responsibility was to God. 
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Reading questions: 

1. How did some MPs say they felt on the day James became king of England? 

2. Why was a peaceful succession from Elizabeth I to James I not certain? 

3. Why did James I succession to the English throne end uncertainty over the 

succession? 

4. How did most historians by the middle of the twentieth century judge James I’s 

reign? 

5. How did Anthony Weldon contribute to the ‘black legend of James I’? 

6. Identify 3 serious errors historians accused James I of making. 

7. Why can’t Anthony Weldon’s views about James I be necessarily be trusted? 

8. The author of this chapter says ‘it is important that favourable reassessments of 

James I are not carried too far.’ What criticism does the author have about 

James? 

9. Why can’t political tensions of his reign be blamed entirely on James I? 

10. In what others ways is the author of this chapter positive about James I? 

 

 


